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Mexico, builder country, From prehispanic
constructions to the present day
Luis Orriz Macedao
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cial building: and monsements were conceivedd i the
likeness of the grear capital cities of the world. Then
cere the repolution wivich meant, d"t.rr.:}ag iy _ﬁ?j!
pears, @ ohange in ehe political seructre of the vepub-
B s well s a jole in vhe sensibility divected towards
creacion, Artints dedicated themselves to acploring the
voats of what was Mevican buried by the foreign asti-
tddes prevalent during the former regeme,

At the beginming of madern rmes, arguiten Jord
Villaardns theses, stated simee 1923, concepiually
omdereed Meican avchitecture, He believed pne fad o
swlject the project to the proprant analyss; one didnT
hawe to preconceive foris, and one bad o geoe the
butlding and it matevick 2 tone of anchenticin,
Diesign depended then on the wility and productivity
af the work, o the new constriction technigue dned
the sevice busdgers. Povsmal smpdiciry ressolved from i
A reactian agaiist the seecpressivencss of these build-
dagr ewts, airmong otbers, the growp of budldings in Ciu-
el Ulsversivaria (the Navtowal Uiversicys campnacl,
an example of picearvial integration. The best Mecican
arehitectee &5 the one thar har managed ro combine
wburt ¢ fenctsenal and e creniie

The firet expansion af cities was fostered by the

ihroad yiter, becawie of the activiter that weore
created or flonrished fn its wake. Later on indusirial
develapenent in the couneys central saver and o
grear fnpestwents wiade on frvigarion syitems el
plpsrval infrastricire weve e ones to faster urban
developarene. In the fustre one can see the develop-
ment thae corstriction will bave i the 2100 conery

Lait but not fease, the areicle considers the con-
tribtions Mevican engiveers and avchitects have
made I eiher counirien, Mexican engineering
applisd ta conseruction af biy works bas received
internaiional recognivion. Panamas Comvention
Center and Calombiat agueducr are the mose
remarkably examples, The lise of Mexican arelurecss
which fhave worked abraad &5 fong: Pedra Ramirez
Videgueez, Carlos Mifares, Pascual Broid, Abrabam
Labliudorslny, Eelvarde Terrazs, fosé Lade Ergquersa,
Manuel Pavra, Carles Floves Marvini, Jorge L
Medelitn, Félie Candela, Luis Ortiz Maceds, Ricar-
el Leporreis snd Toodar Ganzdles de Ledn @

Architecture's day - a proposal that seeks to
promote architectural debates in Mexico City
Peter Krieger

I Scientific delires, even fin the consexr of archivec-
srornd eltion, seem te become more and mmove self
referential, closed to the preblic and he needs of every-
day ife. Since archirecrure i a discipline of consicder-

able social responsibilicy t muy seem appropriaee ta
vethink the concepts of aesthetic and political edvica-
ston via architecture and srbar plameing, Avoliee

ttertd veviens ave wot the ondy aner tn charge of “edlu-

cating” the wisen! and wociad expectations of city
inhabitants, but so ave the misre popadar media dike
filins, tetevisian, saap aperas and comic strips, Arefi-

sectunl vesearchers shosla analyze such type of visu-
af rommnRica o, -"_rr.".{,'r-:}r::ﬂ.l.ha’-'r{:,: i barge Ftivler of
architectieral publications only wel to srengehen the
stsep systean and ity velated myehs,

I As an example of @ program thar secks o fspive
the desive Jor a decper Enowledge on architecture
amang @ ciry s inbabitents, thit arole offers readers
i Gerwtan wmadel af popicdar avchitecenral education
(Architehtenbarmmert. The Ham fmrg e.ramﬁ.!':
shows hotw cevtain subjeces of inverest - from fnnav-
atfve technelopical and aestbeiicel oluions in

architectsre to current probienes of weban plasming -
aweere chosers Iy o Soeed o advisers, and then Srought
tagether to @ day’s programme with varions alfersia-
dive roseter, The tours' participanis be it by bus, boat,
bicyle or sivsply by foot, receive fnformarion fom the
greides In ehis way, many city inhabitants are able
b exprress divectly what they thind abew thely srban
and archizeceimal arbience.

IIE. This smodel af archivectiral edvecation couddd prob-
abrly e tramsferred te Mexivn Uity andd of catire, the
National Dniversioys (Unant) facsley of architecture
caneled e the center af such profect. Given that spatial
detestificuetion el participation i urban planning i
a very lifficds eack i Mewico ity entablishing @ day
devated to architecture may fsprre new farms of eol

Laboration benweers architecss and rheir clienes of
consrse, all inbabiionts af the megacities ave clients of
architects ane sl plavsers, becasge they have ta
five in dhe public and private spoce deigned far
ehean. The Caeicueilen design or the remodelation af the
Fdvwls are only nwo sviking examples which reveal
the fmpartarce of open pubilic debates on architecture,
Yer, an increasing miniber of mensorial diaye may
underine the prerence of “architecrore’s day'y bue
ehe colleborziion of wmass media e newipapers and
television can felp the projece sweceed i grly arows-
i the fnterest of Mexice Cire's inbabivans, &
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Affirmation of Nationalism and Modernity
Ramdn Vargas Salguero

" Whar blossoms on the ree feeds on what lies
buried™ Aoy
It Wovember 1998, book IT, volfume LT of the Fis-
tary af Mevican Architecture and Urbanian (His-
eoria de by Avquirectara y of Urbanisme Mexicanos,
HAYURG) toas presented ro the seniversity community
Vs bk covers the time period of Porfivia Diesh
reaime. Whar fallows are some of it guiding
byporheses, convepiual Fameworks and conclusions.
Keglity &5 a whole continwons entity where alf
cappanenes prrially fatereer and whbich bas bad ro
b slived, sectioned, fi’r:gmm!m' innta ewents, phdses,
mantenss, Miorical seages or soctal formarions fn
arder to deepen i undevstanding, Historiagraphi-
cal reconstriiion seeks to reestallich thae integrity
asice ggain dn @ ek that makes every Bistorical
migmient fmdispeniable, Fach motnest stems from a

foriner are and fathers the wext,

Tt s fax vhe past of any event where one will fTnd
e felale, the toils, the offeciizes and gp::."; that pre-
perved e wreans and the wills that would larer on
gtve ther nwbstance and form. The present is altoays
@ wminterinlization of the past, and for this to be 5o
wone Bt b previansdy aecept rhar there ave several
paits, a5 well as severad presents, The past af @ spe-
ciffc reality & fn turn a corcrete past, one Hhal I spe-
ciffe to this ar thar mament one it researching.

It aews wor waiid enough doufts regarding the
avguments that seught to eplain the agpeavance af
the so called architectrre af the Mexican revolution
acctitmiiared, that the need vo famillarize ourselves
wiith the architects of Diazs regine imposed irself
Ungil then it war thoughs that nothing conld be
tearmied from their submision to {Feole de Rewnes
Ares’ fortmatiom, or _ﬁr;-m their disconnection from
the social sitwation, or iy participation in Sexei-
ir anachraniom” or the emphasis they placed on the
derarztive. FHow conld ene believe theve cwar any

sart af ik beroeen the architects of Diaeh regime
andd anr teachers, the architects of the reveluiionary
period ~spanning from the Constitution af 1917 up
io the fifites approimaiely- when the divergences
and disparities betwreen the twe seericd o notorious,
Histary bhad to be revised swnder a fresh Sgbe,

fecause [dazs regime fs on the dividing line
bevween swo cenpries and in ohe meeting point of
trwn fistorical stages it bats been the most disrepated
moment in Mexicas bivory, Althosgh time and
ipace have transpived, the dwelling placer and thoese
il participaied i their design and conserucrion
contine carvying the stigma with which formal
and infarmal bistoriggraphy bave branded the peri-
adl a5 whole, Effere to change thic have not been
enorgh. The avehitectnvee of this peviod seems to suf*
[for from a condemnation thae fas more o do winh
the political vegime as @ whole,

O the other hand, sne may askr What should
DXz reyime be vedresed for dn the archirectural-
wrbanistic field 7 One thing: arciitects of the peri-
add and their work ave exhibited as weve replicas of
FEeale de Beavoe Ares, considered f';)'; fradrtiorial bir-
toriopraphy a5 & provetype of the most neglecsfid
affixation of unbarmenicus forms,

Ansther aipect that has been neglecred wihen viens
ing archirectre in Dius’ regime i the ane referring ro
the camstruction of dwelling spaces done by ether pro-
fesstonal architects, ones withont & degree and tociety
ar g bl The back was tureeed an common arohi-
tectire and it was devogatertly catalopred as ‘papu-
bar", refenctionalized”, Selbuile’) Tprecaviow” or a5
merely “habilitated”. Historiograpéy could mat wake
sk wark inte account: fr facked & ceviain aesthetic
waliie andd areisiry, Another wealected i war the one
that concerned hotw His very same architecis wiewed
and fudged their tack, what oritevia guided them,
wwibar ehical norms, wihar ofjerstiver did they purse.

I comerast, the architectiere af the revalutionary
periad war seen as the threshold af moderning ravio-
walisr and functionalisen the good-bye of styles andd
evleciic functionaliom, This book seels to precent
how the meose consivens sendencies of our later
architecture and wrban development were siemised,
stimlated and ransmirted By vhe avchivecss of
Dz’ vepime. It was them wiha sought to retricve
our Messamerican and Hispanic twditions and
root in this a “modern” and “mational” arcbivectnre.
It woar them who strove to Suild an archieeo tha
wts “philasophen, ari and cloiliaon” ar the same
timne, The rransieion benween an oftgarguie mrebi-
tectrere and @ democratic-fiberad one was well
wndersay The book el to reesralbilish the fnde-
mental fink which this e vepresents in the Bisto-

vy af our architecionic evoltion @

Interview with Mario Schjetnan Gardufio
Alejandro Cabeza

T present and fiutwre opparanites, challenger and
defiances for lapdreape architects are englobed in
eight subfeces: Water, specifically fn works and pro-
Jeets relative o the recovery af rivers and basins, and
its futegrarion to wrban design; vecpeling, as it con-
cerrs the reincorporation and reaesigning of obsolete
atel abandoned infrastructione avcheslarical sites,
historical and novbical where adequate landseape
design i requeired; works of mfer nfratcire, for
exampls prblic maniporr, ports ev dams: lewrim,
regaraing toseristic develapmments; wrbas develspment
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and design thar coordinates architecture, wrban
desigr and landioape arobitecture: the proervation
ined sise af watral areas wnder an ecological sus-
ainable perspective. Finally the wibjece of land-
seape and are, where landscape itielf is alifece of art,

Significant works throughatt your evelution a a
deidgrer

Fhe development of Bahizs de Huaculos in Ouwx-
I, 4F A project mgm'ﬂ'.r'ﬂg ;.w.'.-.r'm.unwrg;.rz.fp.'.'mmjs.lg,
waere e Came i wikh a master plan, It was the
St time an envirenmental type metholagy s
wieel to define the e of land and the preseruacion
af the matseral areas within the development, Archi-
rectanic and weban fedge criterion was set foreh.
The Medical Center in Mexico Uity where the
design of the growp of buildings ar o whole was
cosrdinated with the partiviparion of five arehitee-
rieral firms contribuiing 1o the design of squares,
otk and clewents thae integrate the wnity beights
were defined, material and decailed design of exte-
oy spacer,

A different project &5 consttuied by the Mec
iquense Culenral Center, in the city af Taluca, State
of Mexica, which considers srban destgn and land-
sedpe, introducing maealopy within & colonial
bucienda casgue. Three musewms were conceived:
Charrerfa, Papaclar Avis and Maders Ares,

The musersm af the Craltseres af the Noreh in the
archeological zone of Faguimd, represents, in onr
evalution as desipners, the stromgest syntherts we
have achicved berween avchitecrure and landecape,
where fmits cannot be eitablivhed, The deigned
becilding i pretically sodergrouned

Do an wrban context, the Tezozpwac park, in
Mexica Clity, encomipasies three Srmportant concepii:
the drrfﬁ-:.'irﬂ'.ff}- elf;‘.'r:mia‘-:'s(pc’, he techrology fnplivd
i the canstraeceion of whar i artificial and the
recyeling of wil and water. ft is alio significant for
irs Bisrorical narrasive contens. The Xochimileo
Erological Fark i5 dnserted av well within the grear
works of territorial recevery ft &5 @ contyibution in
the vanception af the park,

Btevest for landreape avcliteceure

Since childbood [ developed o special identification
with landicape and wature. [ was Baffwenced by ny
Sather wha enjayed golf] ontdoor sports and fune-
ing.

Dwring my thivd year at college T wer teachers
fike Guillermo Shelley Julio Garcia Coll Carles
Contreras and Cavlas Bernal who enconraged sy
interest for webanion ad landicape.

Mareover [ received the influence of four greac
pertonages: Lufs Barvagdn, Lawrence [alprin,
Californian landicape designen, Tramo Noguohi
and Roberrs Burle Mare, Brazilian bandecape
designers all his complemented by the work of Don-
aled Appleyard, Kevin Winch and Tan McHarg,
s fast landicape designer oy e felea af dmte-
graring narwenl e o environmenial regtonal
planning.

Camecerns,

The lack af a country peripective in the manner af
fan MeHarg o approach great spstems ke vegional
anet in Washingron, Virginia ov Maryland, where
elrvelnpament is combined with presevoation,

O a nacional fevel there are na profeces regard
ing prblic syctems of green natral areas or natural
pardks, which are civher comman lands ar subfect 1o
explaitation.

Another concern of wmine i the whandomment of
the Msarical tudition in the valley of Mexico
Fegareling ity surrannding humitd zones ke Tovcocn,
Chades and Tabear,

Einally, the landscape deign professisn in Me
o bus develaped dowly, ot having conselidared
its place yet. § hope that in the next twenty years it
secceeds in being structuved g @ feading profesian
regarding natuwral aveqs, the open space amd the

city @

“Space, image, urban landscape and bill-
board ads”
1_:_r1_r' Hécror Garcia Olvera

Billboara ads have invaded Mecico Citys wrban
landicape in an astute and anarehic fukion. Hée-
eor Cravcda ¥verw offers ws the follmving noves on
the cancepd of architectonic and wrban spavialnes,
wrban inbabitability avd the way these iuer are
wisted within onr aoademie cirele,

These notes muse be teen, winhin the goademic warld,
mere reflecrions semming from some old concerns on
the prafilem af spatialnen and the wrban fmape,
wilich Lam nowr able to shave wich some felloo teach-
ers of weaedemiic dispacier. They bave conviviced me thar
ifone it arrend 1o these S, it s necessary to v
sittze ongself before the very onler that patialnes has
atsceemee, o do this, we must consider the coming
abour afthe citys satere fteelf and faally snderreand
char today, thic matwre has been seriowusly aliered and
amnaged with the presece of fillbeard ade

L ame stricely refering ra vhe problem constituved by
the presence af commercial advertiving ane biffbosrd
ardi i ohe spartialness of our city; te the evisdert coller-
it perception af the marter, el to @ sense of dispos-
seirian aned invasion {n relation te thefr wrban space
wihich & already growing in the citizens’ comciences;
ey which witinarely affect the proces feell kB
asliich ehe citys queality i generated, it fnhabiiabiling
andl the pouiteliey of enpoving wid conerving it,

Gilven anr cityd production cirsemdanoes, we memw
Jear we wighe be generating a sick cige The gradial
appearance af exterior advertising and billboard ads
is ane of the causes mait aftess piapodnied, Thefr pres-
ence goes too far and sy b fntensely alters dhe
pivche-perceptiveness of urban fife. The problem
refers mor only o the smple fastalation of fwiposing
wirsal bavriers in the wrban landscape, e to e
presence of their perisive content and wode of
exgression, to the fact thar they are a velicle for men-
taf pillage. and most partiewlarly o the artituds
implred in this gotion, one of fnecorabie visal impo-
sttion qgwinst wbich the will or desive of the citizens
a5 warth wothing, leaving them as meve spectator,
wnable to participate, intervene or control such
instrament of eommercial commication,

I the case of exterior adversising and billboard
aels presemt in wrban spatialnes, the veciplent fs
e and BEOYE T RSO I.'-'ﬁ:.'-'?“:f-'l’." AfrECEOy, &
sebpece inevitably finked o wharever waker place on
the sireets, an alienated citizen, @ motorized paicer-
by drremisibly ried to ir visually We sy be e,
that as far ai the commiercial publici i concerned,
ehis et corsctitetes dhe wonderfil and produsiive
gueliny of our wrban space.

These envivornmental conditions fuve led the cigs
frrbabivants ro devedap collecsive foelings of latent and
jasifve desconient, somowhal wnconscimr and dhaly
bt permmanendly expresed. W must undersiand that
in principle this &5 @ seriows wrban praflem, difficuds
ta discern, and relatively newr in owr world B firse
world couneries of comtmal Europe this problem has
been stuelied ravionally for some wiwne wow, and they
suggest the possibility of posing ie in dor exact relaiion
wr avhar enviranueial poche-andmape-physivlagy
exgrreises s “earme pereepiional despair”

I this confusing siruation and faced with the
imposeibility of intervesing dn the way gpace i
arranged, citizens "rapacity of urban wactivin” is

affected the most. Thus, any poseibility of develap-
ing a collective artiondz af “wltruiom or civic reci-
procity” ix dimonisbhed and consivenely altered, and
wihat is identified as the capacity af develaping “a
sisposition for salidariey” faced with poscible emer-
gency or catasthrophic situations, 1 mentealized,
Eworional amd physiolsgival bealth ave altered
indifferently; a patbetic apathy similar o learne
serpaty is produced, @ syndrame of davge cities where
e image of ipectacudar simpliciey bas been {mpoced
agether weth @ bigh density of adverse stimuli. A
passive vepugnance and a subile altevation in civi-
gens’ heartbear, blood presure, hormone secretion
and even i their Gmbic strucore, their wrban
bedavior and mooed, are penevated indiscriminately

These ave the signs thar allow ws to think we are

dn the prerence of the particnlar i of w severe
“wrban catatonia” which resdts in the foss af civic
identity and @ gradial dwindiing of veactiviey and
definse against the environmental stresi system,
These ave the sypicad traiie of collective melancholy
hrough twhich the uninbabitability of var urban
stvrcr wlveady manifess iself,

CIf course the it af this precens urban pathofo-
¥ i interesting variations depending an the dif-
Sfereet cincwmstanees of spatialness the afflicted collec-
wiviny or wictim find themselver in, The conditions are
ddifferent for a wotorized passer-y than for an wrban
infabivany whace fose i ae the faor af thew sels, In
e gase, the e 55 sidjected to pevmanent stress
coming fram bis fnimediate swrvounding, whese
presence is simultaveatsly fmpaiing, persicent, repet-
it arel conitantly threatoning, Here the offects are
desper and they affect an individualt emational
STPHCTIEE {0 sevigtisly chvoic waner

Wi g fmowe that this procieces the learni

adespair effece tagether with the traits of an excep-
cionad form of wmadies represenved by a sorve of bavene
and permunent fnsecurity, @ suelbtle foar without
Enapledpe of its canse, a foar that peneraies & vigwe
bigt drncinve anguish with repand ro the wnstable
wecindty af ruch neiw, cofosial and wnsealed an object,
Thhis fear alio vefers to, nor the real possibilivy of these
alpeces catanivopdivally collapsing on their bowses -
wlich fas actually happened, aw event ot incred-
ille and shocking-, but to the pernianent impresiion
ar sensation of the posabiliey af this happening.

The sensations produced by the strange vecinity
the colassal size foreign to the perceptive partern af
drgman soale, the intensely perswasive comsent, the
iedctive graphic expresion and the bigh degree of
sublimasion and commercial abstraciion; the subyri-
tutive role of eransitory wvban landmark, repetitive
and ever changing in response fo mercanily whing
and the weabening of wrban fdowry effece are some
of the factors that generate those exceptional i
thar conseitute the effect an the citizons’ smotions!
health and the collective bebavior of the people who
e clase te these new amd consisterst wrban offects,

it piese also be said thar this phenamenan & not
an fopduteed event, samietliing ondy a couple of inhab-
stetesis suffer from, bt g voonrrence of considerable
propertions, dite o the face thar the majoricy of thece
bilfboard ads have beers insealled sver basdeally res-
dential aveas ov propersiss, We could repiseer a5 of
ey spprovamaiely 45 000 families feing in thess
conditions. Remember that wndev the present regu-
barigie, ohis rupe of initadasion in ohese wre &5 clesr-
by forbicden. As a whole, the phensmmenan of wrban
ipatialiess deeed billloard ads mst be wnderitond as
pare of the general process of contemparary tranifor-
wnation undergone by large citen A provess fn which
clearly the spatial relationsbip beaween public and
private plaves is being redefined: v which the dialec-
tic relationship between the cheive of pubilic exposire
and the achieveniens of persanal intimacy is being
rediscotered; in which fredh dnowledye concerning
wrbnt spadialness & belng produced) and in which
the image af taday’ ciey &5 being redesigned,



If one considers the sense conveyed by the traits of
its message, this image is not precisely dispropor-
tionate. lts dimensional relationship is subtly well
caleulated , its spectacular scale holding an excellent
proportion in relation to what is big. It is a titanic
image, powerfil and highly desirable which unfail-
ingly drives one to buy.

This represents the already mentioned seductive
manner by which citizens are dispossessed of an ele-
mental choice, civic and collective, their right to
participate in the production and visual enjoyment
of the urban landscape, how they are deprived of the
right to perceive the natural spatialness of the city
and shape the image of its identity or metaphorical
reference on the original artifice which is hers. And
thanks to this dispossession, we find it more difficult
today to identify the natural profile of urban con-
structions, to decide as to their beauty or ugliness, to
adecuately interpret their boundaries, their connec-
tions or edges without having to blend the urban
sIgns, o7 10, Sy bask in the greenness af the trees, in
the gracious outline of the mountains, in the more
and more uncommon sight of the velcanoes, in the
ocassional blue of the sky or a quiet urban sundown.

Thus, the urban image as such becomes less and
less comprehensible and appropriable for the citizen.
It is less and less the base for urban identity since a
strange and simple flat geometry, not spatial, pre-
vails in form along the entive image, a geometry of
illusory windows whase content unfolds and com-
municates exclusively in the direction posed by the
typical traits of commercial abstraction.

Faced with this difficult problem whereby the
quality of spatialness and the urban image ave altered
and damaged by the invasive presence of commercial
advertising, we must alo confront the vicious civcle
pattern in which all this occurs. And thus consider
that in the production of the quality of this spatialness
and urban image, the mercantile sector of urban pub-
licity is ot the only one that should intervene, but
that the very same citizens that live in and experience
such situation could be allowed to participate and
share the basic responsibility, taking into account of
course that this civic collectivity is immersed, to begin
with, in a state of extremely altered spatial bebavior
and whose capacity to understand the problem
appears to be pathetically deteriorated.

As part of the whole picture it must be recorded
that exterior publicity is now an important and sub-
stantial urban business, developed by a couple of
firms and a couple of persons. It feeds on fiee compe-
tition, on the free and necessary commercial adver-
tising of economic production which has generated
an ambitious business advertising organization,
monopolic, of extensive lucrative interests and with
an enormous capacity to speculate. An organization
which even assigns it her right to decide on the ugli-
ness or beauty of the city’s natural image and outline.

This business has proliferated due to a strange sit-
uation of disorder and inconsistency in the norma-
tivity and management that establish the way the
urban image is regulated. We know that the exist-
ing regulation has promoted an atmosphere of com-
plex discretionality and corruption in which per-
mits arve issuwed; that these permits, actually, are
hardly issued; that the citys treasury accumulares
losses of up to 24 million pesos a year on this
account, the government thus self-nullifying it
capacity to confront the matter. Nevertheless, bill-
board ads are installed by the handful, and to
understand the magnitude of the problem let it be
said that the percentage of illegal instalations some-
times amounts to 97 per cent.

We now know, inferring from the official ads inven-
tory, that there are approximately 7 500 billboard ads
installed in our city, which amount to approximately
290 hectares of images of dibious commercial promo-
tion scattered linearly at an average height of 30 to 40
meters, in the avea where urban space is best perceived,

and preferably located around the citys public web of
strects and roads. A great majority of them are located
over residential areas, where they have been placed
without the slightest consideration for the urban envi-
ronmental impact they ungquestionably provoke, or of
the evident alteration the urban image has undergone
and which thereby affects the identity and the effective
choice of civic use of this very image.

It is very important to remember that these bill-
board ads are normally installed during the night
because their unlawful character seeks those hours to
ensure there will be no vigilance or inspection. The
ads impose themselves suddenly and grow upon their
own structure like metallic trees, multiplying brack-
ets and thus profits. They exploit the devaluated
income-yield capacity of the land where they stand
and geometrically reproduce, for their own profit,
the income-yield capacity itself of the space they
oceupy. They set and move as they please the mone-
tary exchange value of urban space itself, and even
determine, in a perverse game, the increased value of
the rent of this very same space.

Unéler these cireumstances, space and urban image
undoubtedly turn into objects that produce a high
income-yield capacity, and which become an easy
choice for private appropriation, as well as objects that
produce perentory ffects on the behavior and health
of the citys inbabitants. Regulation on this matter
continues to be ambiguous and inconsistent. In the
present democratic governments perspective one does
not glimpse any possibility thar use of space permits
will be established, simply because they do not know
what this means. And this is how the volumetric pres-
ence of buildings, their devotedly designed facades,
their finials and terraced roofs, their sides and adjoin-
ing walls, the empty space of unoceupied lots, the sur-
face of fences, the islands of grass that divide a road in
two, parks, and other urban objects capable of sup-
porting the commercial advertising image and which
are lpcated in the wide range of vision of the citizens
captive gaze, will be easy prey for the voracious capac-
ity of exploitation of the private business organization
in charge of commercial advertising.

We must then concern ourselves with finding out
which is the role, under the given circumstance,
that professional architects and urbanists, the
designers of urban space, will have ro play. How
involved will the academic or teaching commuinity
need to be; what will be the attitude of the trade as
@ whole and of professors or apprentices individual-
ly while developing their design process for buildings
or architectural and urban objects.

That the citys inhabitability is becoming more
fragile is something that professional designers will
bave to understand thoroughly, specially as it vefers r
the behavior of the people who inhabit and use the
wrban space, who now share it physically with these
billboard ads. With this experience in mind, urbanists
and city planners, while doing their job and inter-
vening in this problem, will have to stop being so
“coward” so “ostrich like”, and will have to raise their
eyes from that solely bidimensional surface at their feet
and interpret the problem, taking into account not
only the use, the rent or transference of potential of
“urban land” that this horizontal surfice constitutes;
they will have to discover and accept the existence of
space, the tri or quadridimensionality that unfolds
above this land, and thus thoroughly understand the
real problems of urban spatialness and image.

In this vesensitizing ourselves to the order this spa-
tialness has assumed and the coming about of the
nature of what is urban, we acknowledge the existence
of @ curious collective memory regarding the presence
in the city of these bilboard ads. In the beginning, they
emerged silently and discretely in the form of gentle
landmarks or slight stationary references in the urban
ambit. Due to their special dimension, proportion
and large format they appeared, first, in the citys frag-
ile and disordered gateways, and later on, affixed and

integrated to the appearance of some buildings with a
singular perspective. They were all billboard ads,
with neon light, and one identified them as
panoramic even harmonious because of their mod-
erate and sporadic presence.

In some developed countries with a consistent
urban culture, like Catalonia, Spain, it is not dif-
ficult to find superb and actually imitable examples
of good use of publicity and image, due to the fact
that urban space and the streets arve held in high
esteern and are viewed as depositories of collective
identity. People here even resort to covering the
external appearance of buildings under construction
with a cloth that bears the image of the fitture
building, or it may bappen thar commercial adver-
tisements are set and their income-yield capacity is
absorbed by the public treasury and then strictly
directed to cover urban infrastructure expenses.

Indeed, the development of publicity and the
urban image in our city has not been this way. It
has very quickly extended itself, grown unre-
strainedly, overflowed, imposed itself and repro-
duced without order, without respect for image and
under a vague, ambiguous, and obsolete regulation.
In the present condition of our urban spatiainess,
the presence of billboard ads, strictly speaking, has
shown no regularity or an attitude of percepcional
discreteness. It bas expressed itself apenely as a result
of a great mercantile voracizy.

Let these notes serve to encourage within our own
Jaculty the study, the essential reflexion and the basic
revision on the concept itself of space. @

Tlacotalpan, World Cultural Heritage

Luis Fernando Guerrero

At the end of 1998, the city of Tlacotalpan, Ver-
acruz was selected by UNESCO to become part of the
"World Heritage List". Nevertheless, few people
really understand what this means. On November
16, 1972, UNESCO approved the Convention con-
cerning the protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, considering that deterioration of
the heritage of one nation impoverishes all the
nations of the world, and recommended necessary
international cooperation to alleviate this problem.
But several conceptual problems appear when defin-
ing the value of heritage. One of them stems from
the fact that each country should determine the
assets that are to be considered "unique and signif-
icant” on account of their "exceptional universal
value" for the international collectivity.

Although it has been accepted that the World
Heritage "monuments", "groups of buildings" and
“sites" have an outstanding universal value from a
historical, artistic or scientific point of view, it is not
easy to define the criteria that allow the characteri-
zation of these items.

When Tlacotalpan was postulated it was known
to have some disadvantages when compared with
the other seven historical cities that were already
part of the list. It was necessary for national author-
ities and government representatives from the World
Heritage Committee to understand that the impor-
tance of a site depends mostly on its singularity, har-
mony and authenticity,

From this point on Tlacotlapan’s peculiarity as a

fluvial harbor was emphasized. The series of distinc-
tive characteristics were detatled, for instance, its
extremely preserved condition, its urban form and
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struceere, the typological wnity af its legitivaae prap-
erties and the havmony Setween it architectural
components, The originaliny of the ciy’s “portales”
eistinet from the facades showed wp clearly, the arehi-
recrnrad colowring, fts prblic and privare gavdened
areas, the balance betwwen it arohitectural design
drel the environment, ard the githensicity of i rela-
fon betiwren popacdar fradition ard constructed
areas. Furthermore, a vepart of all legitimate proper-
wies considered Sy lato as historioal monsemene was
completed, amoneniing to a toval of 547 buildings,

Accepting Hacotalpan as @ Workd Crltural Her-
itage i acknowdedging the “ecceptiona! wniversal”
walier of anonymous architectiore, af platn and secas-
Iy comstrnctions, of vermacular X and X0 century
city planning of maditional buildings, of comman
credtrere and the chavacter af its papulations.

Nevervheless, i s evidene that ie is not enough o
identify there wrban values ve secwre ftr conseroa-
san. [t &5 alie necessary, as bappens in many other
isgavival Mexican cities, to achivve an equilifvinm
Begween development and proservarion. fr 5 neces-
sary dhat citizens consider the value af their city as
a fevitage that they are prowd of and bequearh ro
fisrwere generasions in betver conditions shan when
they infierited i1 B

Tlacotalpan Forum
Yaleria Prieto 8 Nelson Melero

The Virnacular Architecture and Hevitage Asocia-
ctom pravaeted and organized the Tacotalpan Farum
o the Precevvation af the Buile Hevitage, whose fun-
darental privpase was fo assemible a o qﬁnmmi-
went pectalists on thix matier in avder -t anabvee ohe
canses thae explain why mesental ae swell s per-
nacubar architectonic feritage is destvayed i enr
conritry, i reveal the exiiting porsibilities for it
AecaTery reeserition dad appropriate wie

Teachers areed vesearchers from the faculty of archi-
tectrere af the Ukiiversidad Nacional Astéinoma de
Meéwico (Lwang), Undversity of Verarrws, ohe Mexican
Srwciren of ehe Svernational Conedl an Monomenis
ane Sites (feome), Universidad Auednons de Méer-
o (Lant), Virsteeship af the Historical Center of Mex-
dgn ity Papular Culmuves” Musenm, College of
Architeers, St aff Mexicos Tnuvitste. Navional de
Antropelagia ¢ Historta (Inar), Uvban Development
Offfce and Ciltseral Instituee of the State of Vivacrnz,
participated an rapportees dnd compentaton i this
Servem, alsng itk fnbabianee of Tlacetalpan awed
special gueests, fike wster in o architecnoe Nelson
Melera, researcher fram the Restanacion, Carerpation
and Museology Ceiter of Cba,

The resule of the forwem weas the Declaration of
Tlacoralpan, presented by the Presiddene af Vernacn-
far Architecrrere and Patrimany, Valeria Pricts, at
ehe clasing session, which stater nintesn points ecab-
Hehing the compiiment of Hhose present totarads e
preserpaiion, protection and rescue af the brilt bis-

torical and vevnacalar patrimen @

Students

T Novemibber af 1998 the thind ieanial FabSrruce
competition nternational membnane sricture
stuedent design ohallempe” rook place ar the Pleladel-
phia College of Toxtiles and Science, School af
Arcliitecture and Design, with the spamsorship af
Birdatr, Chemfab, Fervari 5.4, Searnan Corpora-
tigi and Taiye Kogyo Carp.

The vhemse was the Dncernavional Smdene Cenrer
ats putrt af the Millensivm Dame complex in Green-
rwich Fngland. The site was about 43 meters sqire
and it it located beside the new Undevgrond fail
wiay Starion constrscted by Siv Norman Foster asd
amociies, and the "Baby Dawe”, altfough the mos
rrpaviant presence & the "Millenniune Dome” by Siv
Richard Ragers. The dome itelf it 360m. diameter
overall with an external wall ar 320m. The roaf vises
o seearly S0 The Milleminam Experience i wehed-
rledd ra apen doors ap the sve of the new peillensim.,
Design premises. e prafects shoseld be resolved
with membrase servctures, incliding fenss, air or
tensile struciures, Fybrids af these exisiing applica-
tions av somethinng sntively sene ¥ srvvctnre et
sevve geveral functions and incliede @ signiffoemt
eniryuy that conld serve as & landnark for visi,
And area for Srernational Soedene Asociarion
wesnbers to check in, including a members lossge
and reserooms and changing fecilities shosld be pro-
widert. A larger soctal gathering space fir ocoasional
exhiibiies and o separate andiveris o wa 300 peo-
ple. Appropriarely sized restroom fcilitien, suppert
awiel stovage spaces shosedad wecompany there areas,
Ground conditians. The site wts previsusly doon-
pied by ohe Gresnioicl Gar Warks, wheel reed w0 be
the davgest in Fuvope o ar Bugloy's Marsh, The
Jlaza averiees o larpe nnrber of G Wigh inpereed
wmbrellas arranged om a Bm. grid which provide
shade and protection from vafn. The ertfmared
nsemiber af wisitors expected ro be ar the midlenninm
experience o 30 0003 to 40 000 4t peak times, Fefiy
percent of the visitors will arrive via the Londen
Underground Ratlway sration, 40% will arvivedy
car ar figs and 10% by rives
Besults, The jury was iteprated by Denis Hecton
architee, asaciate professor and divector of prduate
atseelies fn the Scheal of Awhitectere, University of
Mo, Florids; the sroctural engineer fane Liddell
foninding parimer of the Hah, England-based Suro
Happolel: aned Vang-fiang fing, srsctiad engineer and
parener soieh Wesalinger Aoctser in New Yok City

Edivor of Fabrie Archivecowre, Broce N, Wright
sakel: “The quality of the presentations was very
frigh. Liddell noted ehar they had « grear deal of
difficulty deciding between the fivst and second
place wdmistons. The dsue of constracibility
wweighted Feavily wih the jrdzes Raid Hector: it
is awertl noting that all the Hovorable Mentians
were cfrien for dhe svocative characteristics af fate-
rie archivectire. The reason thar they weren't rop
winmers is becase they fell share of fipnering out how
o realize them an sernctures

The faculty af architecenre af the Natianal Uii-
persity UNAM, participated with three projecis
developed ar the Strucvural Geometry cowrse
imparted by doctor fusw Clevards (i Safinas,
Twe of these entries were atvarded

WVicrar Hugo Rolddn Gomgiles, studene of the
“lasd Villagrdn " stnelio abtained the first place of the
comperivion, and Cynhta Echave and Mauricis
Covtds Siervn from the “Jorge Gomedlez Reyna® st
i eopeeher with Mannel Del Rig Francos from the
M Ceiro " studie vecetved an bonorable menrion,

Deseription of the prajects. Fire place: Viceor
Hugo Ralddin Cengilez, Tn the qudhers voice:
“Pyramids bave always been @ transcendenial ofe-
wient i ee bistary of waicking- as syl of wis-
ddow, an architectanic purity, and as @ mosumest
and an icon in ancient creleres,

by on o comcept to achicre an attrction,
inrererting aid innasarive ipace. The profect is futend-
o a5 a wednfmalist stvectsre, an the menibmane & the
st imparint elanent af the desiper aver the metal
strsictnre. i to avoid the wse o bip seeel anches.

Ve mewforane b5 a0 fmanslucene PVe- coated pody-
esrety The metal strsecture i wiade of narrotw staindes
steel (mostly traction-working memibers), sadang the
fusileding aeithetically and strictenally weat,

The imner pare of each pyraniid face {an equilar-
eral triangle) holdi w temsegrity system (cables and
praste) wolrich pall the menibmane <from three poings-
ta the interiov mough steel civendar plates.

i ahhe fower vertex of the pyrawmid face, the wnew-
dsirse 15 trctioned to the exterior ai three paings by
cables; anather paing i pulled to the vap of the pyra-
mid swheve vertexes jain,

The membrane i pulled ro the exterior by three
cables i the center of each miangle”,

The jury pointed oue that the pyramidd secms an
senililely form for fabric, even though this praject
proved thar it i possifile. It was very fnteresting to see
b stromg relattonship betwven the compueter model
and the physical madel wihich shows the kanowdedge
and wndvstanding of tensile stvuctuves, wibich made
@ really constrasctive praposal Altfongh the interior
aderignn s ¢ Smuved ane {for exanple the anditorinm
corilel b moved w any part of the plan), they said it
teats one af the most techuically clever preces of fizbric
v in the cormpeinan with an ddeguate convext
tricgration, complecdiy and spbisticated techmigur,

Hanarable Mengion: Cyuelia Fohave Martinez,
Manrivio Cortés Sterra and Miguel del Rio Francos,

The authars cxplain their project:

(i wrer firse consicderarton of vhe site, we vealized
ehurt the best fntegrated proposal showld contrase with
ehe geowneiry of the Dame and the Baby Dome, whil
a dgare shape Golates mizrivr from oderion we foaked
Jor spacial velationdhip and il communication
beceen the dnterior acivities avd the plaza, fn this
wwaty the deoess woneldd e mave evidens. The propasal
consints euentiolly of feo elements, the fire i the
anselitorinm compased by @ rransparent object with
ellipenied shape structered with steed nevver and ving
that abeain therr vigdity by Jowr stnclasize curved
wwalls aligmied to ler the dominart winds pacs through,
tie secand element 5 @ tent wbicl mervounes the andi-
caviteres ol b the e Wk fisting da the Uit of the
st The vt staris with its fTest module almost o the
ground, aue then it grmes reaching its highes: pofat at
Sl ¢ provides differene fesghe sl sesponed 1 dif
Sevent frnctions of the Conter sk as vesiroorss, odi-
bition areqs etoster.

The intencion was to wmake he anditorium the
moic bicrarchical element fo become @ landmark
beeanse af e shape and transparency that allews i
to be perceived ai an illiminated objece specially ar
nighti.

The bigh poires af the tene are piised by poss,
and the o potnts are anchoved w0 the grannd ore-
ating the fryperbolic pavaboloid surfaces. The wnrs
sasterial ie white PVC- comted fabvic tracsionsd by
staindess seeel vables)

The jury commented that even theugh the con-
atrrctive feasibility af the awditoriwm was nor
entively clear, and warn't @ went sorucowre at all, it
wis @ elever composition, The profect fits wicely on
the ffmiits of the square sive. The elfiproid contrass
il woith the given background achisving o great
and elegant {mage,

Cyrehise Evhave Mariniz, Vicror Hupe Rolddn
and Mawricis Coreds Sierra collabarate with dactor
(v Saltnas ar the Laboratary of Ligheweighs
Serncturer of the Architecture and Urbaniom
Research Center of the faeslty off avchitecture at the
v, Miguel del Ris Frances pavticipares in the
acadernis interchange program betwesn the facalty
af wrchitecoure, UnAM and the Universiey of
Cafunibia, B
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